PACIFIC
STARS AND STRIPES
30%: 3 WEEANIETT

6

SUNDAY,
JUNE 15, 1986

all

“F.N.G.” by Donald Bodey. 272
pages. Viking Penguin, $15.95.

Reviewed by Mike Mooney
Stripes Korea Bureau Chisl ‘
Everyone was one when he first got
to Vietnam. An “effengee’ is what
the grunis called you. And you
remained that until you picked up
your own handle or at least got
bloodied.
In his new novel “F.N.G."”, Viet-

nam veteran Donald Bodey captures

the fears and apprehensions of every
infantryman, either Army or Marine,
who boarded a troop transport in the
United States, stopped in the heat of
Okinawa and then continued on an
all-expense paid, one-year vacation to
exotic Southeast Asia — compliments
of Uncle Sam.

There are no great messages in
Bodey’s book “F.N.G.” — the mean-
ing of which vou’ll have to figure out
for yourself,

But if you like adventure, a true
picture of combat and the chance to
look into the combat veteran’s mind,
“F.N.G.”" is your kind of book.

THE STORY CENTERS around Gab-
riel Sauers, a housepainter turned
into a soldier who finds himself
leaving the “Weorld*’ for the Pearl of
the Orient.

Like thousands of others, he's
confused and apprehensive.

Bodey talks with stark frankness
about the life of the infantryman.

Through Sauers’ eyes, you feel the
chill of the meonsocon rains, the
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frustrations of being a small part of a
gipantic puzzle and the sickness at
the pit of your stomach when a buddy
gets greased.

The characters in “F.N.G.” are
real, and have real bush names: Pops,
the 24-year-old squad leader;
Peacock, who got drunk on R&R to
Hong Kong and awoke with a big bird
tatoo on his chest; Callmeblack, a
fellow effengee who becomes a
trusted friend and comrade; Prophet,
who can smell and feel when some-
thing isn’t right; and A.8.S., Albert
Steven Saxon, another effengee who
buys the farm the first night in the
boonies.

THE ACTION in “F.N.G.” is never
exdaggerated. Nor is the boredom
faced by the infantryman — constant-
Ly wet, constantly dirty and constant-
ly wondering whether the monsoon
rains are ever going to stop.

You sit in a mud bunker with Gabe
and feel the cold water dripping down
the back of your neck. You dig
yourseif deeper in the bunker as the
rain pours harder and you experience
the feeling of helplessness when the
cry “incoming” echoes throughout
the LZ.

“F.N.G.” doesn’t getinto the politi-
cal aspects of the war. The concerns
are more real . . . more true te iife,

Like the young, gung-ho second
john who orders the squad to carry
the pieces of four dead Viet Congto a
hot LZ.

Or the decision of “Higher, high-
er’ to move the tired and dirty

See “F.N.G.,”* Page C7
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Fiction

* A PEAFECT SPY, by John Le Carre. {(Knopf,
$18.95.) The tale of Magnus Pym, a Brilish seorel agenl,
and his father, Rick, a flamboyant con man.

FLL TAKE MANHATTAN, hy Judith Krantz. (Crown
£18.85.) Rich and beautiful Maxi Amberville conguers
tha world of of magazine publishing.

* THE BOURNE SUPAREMACY, by Robert Ludium,
(Random House, $19.95.) The hero of "The Boume
Identity” {ails a plat to seize Hong Kong.

LAST OF THE BREED, by Louis L'Amour, (Bantam,
%17.96.) An American test pilot stranded in Siberia.

THE GARDEN OF EDEN, by Eenest Hemingway.
(Scribners, $18.95) A writer and his wife have affairs wilh
the same waman on their boneymoon.

THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT, by Lawrence San-
ders. (Putnam, $18.05.) The theft af a priceless coin
wings a& New York dynasty's scandals to light,

7 LAKE WOBEGON DAYS, by Garison Keillor.
1Viking, $17.95.) Recolleclions of a smal! American town.

TAMING A SEA HORSE, by Robert B. Parker.
{Seymaur Lawrence-Delacorte, $15.95.) The private eye
Spencer tracks a young woman lhrough the seamy side
of the world of lycoons.

* THE MAMMOCTH HUNTERS, by Jean M. Auel
(Crown, $19.95.) Ayla continues her adventures in the
prehistoric warid.

THE GOOD MOTHER, by Sue Miller. (Harper & Row,
$17.95) A woman's aftachment to her daughter
hecomes a consuming passion.

NOBODY LIVES FOREVER, By John Gardnar
{Putnam, $12.95) James Bond on the trail of the
kidnapper of his devoted housskeeper. .

* LIE DGWN WiTH LIONS, by Ken Follett. (Morrow,
%18.95.} An English woman caught between the ClA and
the KGB, remance and leyalty, in Afghanisian.

* BREAK [N, by Dick Francks, (Putnam, $17.95))
Mystery, melodrama and bitter family rivalry in the world
of Brilisk steeplechase racing. .

“ THE BOCK OF ABRAHAM, by Marek Halter. (Holt,
$]9.95.) Ona hundred generations in the history of a
Jawlsh family. ’

# HIGH HEARTS, BY Rila Mae Brown. (Bantam,
$17.95.) The experiences of a Virginia belie who joins the
Contederate cavalry.

Non-fiction, general

r FATHERHCOD, by Hill Cosby. (Oslphin-Double-
day, $14.95.) Anecdoles and ruminations om the

lelevision star and father of five.

w YOU'RE CNLY OLD ONCE' hy Dr. Seuss.
{Random House, $9.95.) A checkup af Ihe Golden Years
Clinic, in pictures ard rhyme.

* THE TRIUMPH OF POLITICS, by David A,
Slockman. {Harper & Row, $21.95) Why President
Reagan was unable lo balance the budgst.

JAMES HERRIOT'S DOG STORIES, By James
Herrict. (St Martin's, $19.95.) Fiity tales by a Yarkshire
veternarian about his favorite animal.

ENTER TALKING, by Joan Rivers with Fichard
Meryman. (Delacorts, $17.95) The lalk-show hostess”
long professional climb.

WHEN ALL YOU'VE EVER WANTED ISN'T
ENOUGH, by Harold 5. Kushner. {Summil, $16.95.) The
search for a life thal matters; counsel {rom a rabbi.

* BUS 9 TO PARADISE, by Leo Buscaglia. {Slack-
Marrow, 516.95.) Another trip with the ebullient advocale
of the virlues of love.

NECESSARY |LOSSES, by Judith Viorst. (Simon &
Schuster, $17.95.) Lile is a series of Iosses, the author
argues, and we must cenfrent them in ordfer 1o grow.

* YEAGER: An Autobiography, by Chuck Yeager and
Leo Janos. [Bantam, $17.95.) The story of 1he first man
to fly faster than sound.

* |ACOCCA: An Autobiography. By Lee lacocca
with William Novak. (Banlam, $18.95.) The rise of an
immigrant’s son to top jobs at Ford ard Chiysler.

THE MAN WHO MISTOOK HIS WIFE FOR A HAT, by
Cliver Sacks. (Summit, $15.95.) The loss of the facully of
recognition and other slzangs neurological disabilities,

ALt GOD'S CHILDREN NEED TRAVELING SHOES,
hy Maya Angefou. (Random House, $15.95.) A writar's
memolt carmies \he story from her native Arkansas to her
ancesiral Ghana.

ALIGHT IN THE ATTIC, by Shel Silversteln. (Harper &
Row. $13.50.) Light varse, with drawings by the author.

w BESS W. TRUMAN, by Margaret Truman. (Macmil-
lan, $19.95.) Her daughter shows that the farmer first
lady was intelligent and caring as well as private and
austere.

“AND 80 IT GOES,” hy Linda Ellerbee. [Pulnam,
$16.95) Television journalism as experienced by an NBC

. correspondent.

Advice, how-to
and miscellaneous

* FIT FOR LIFE, by Harvey Dlamond and Marilyn
Oiamond. (Warner, $17.50) A diet for weight loss and
physical filness.

THE ROTATION DIET, by Marlin Xatahn. {Norton,
$15.95) A three-week program that varies daily caloric
intake, based an the Vanderbilt University Weight

Management Program.

v CALLANETICS, by Callan Pinckney with Sallie
Balson. (Morrow, $17.95.) Exercises to enable women to
leok 10 years younger in 10 hours, "

* WEBSTER'S NINTH NEW COLLEGIATE
DICTIONARY. (Merriam-Webster, 514.95.) A standard
reference work updated in 1983,

# THE BE (HAPPY) ATTITUDES, by Robert Schuller.
{Word, $12.95} Inspiration fram a Galifornia clergyman.

Paperbacks
Fiction

* SKELETON CREW, by Stephen King. (Signet-
NAL, $4.95) Twenty-two fales of horror set In con-
lermnporary America.

THE TWO MRS. GRENVILLES, hy Dominick Dunne.
(Bantam, $4.50) Romance, scandal and murder in New
York's high sociely.

JUBAL SACKETT, by Louis L’Amour. (Bantam, $3.95)
A 17-century frontiersman woos an Indian princess.

TOO MUCH TOQO SOON, by Jacqusline Briskin,
(Berkley, $4.50} Three sisters are bound by an
nbsession with the same man.

TEXAS HEAT, by Fern Michaels. (Ballanting, $4.95.)
The Coleman clan of “Texas Rich” faces further
complications.

WHEN LOVE AWAITS, by Johanna Lindsey. (Avon,
$3.95.} Lady Leonie, mistress of Pershwick, is pledged o
lhe dreaded Rolfe of Crews).

A CATSKILL EAGLE, by Fobert B. Parker. (Dall,
53 95) The private eye Spencer joins hands with federal
agents 1o bring down a pewerful scoundrel.

* FOOTFALL, by Larry Niven and Jarry Pournelle.
(Dol Rey-Ballanting, $4.95.) Hostile visitors from another
star descend on Kansas.

SHANGHAI, by Christopher New. (Rantarn, $4.50.) An
Englishman finds fove, wealth and danger during five
decades in China.

* HOLD THE DREAM, by Barbara Tayior Bradford,
(Banlam, $4.50.) Greed and passion imperil the empire
created by “A Womanr of Substance.”

vc THE COLOR PURFLE, by Afice Walker. (Pocket,
$3.95.) The life and loves of a black woman as fold
through her letters.

* THE CLAN OF THE CAVE BEAR, by Jean M. Auel.
(Bantam, $4.95)) The adventures of a woman at the
dawn of the human race.

* FAMILY ALBUM, by Danielle Steel. (Dell, $4.50.)
The Thayers, a couple wilh five childsren, cope with the
crises of corfernporary America,

* QUEENIE, by Michael Korda. (Warner, $4.95) The
life of a woman net unlike Merle Oberon.

* THE VALLEY OF HORSES, by Jean M. Auel
{Bantam, $4.95) Continuing the saga story begun in
"The Clan of the Cave Bear."

Non-fiction, general

¥ COPS, by Mark Baker, (Pockel, $4.50.) More than
100 palicenen and policewamen lel! of their professional
and private lives,

* THE ROAD LESS TRAVELED, by M. Scolt Pack.
({Touchstone-8&8, $B.95.) Psychological and spiritual
inspiralion by a psychlatrist.

OUT OF AFRICA AND SHADOWS ON THE GRASS,
by Isak Dinesen, (Vintage-Random House, $4.95) Two
memoirs of colonial Kenya.

* SMART WOMEN, FOOLISH CHOICES, by Connall
Cawan and Melvin Kinder. (Signet-NAL, $4.50.) Modern
womean's efforts o find goed men,

* LOVING EAGH OTHER, by leo F. Buscaglia,
{Fawcelt, $7.95.) Suggestions for “'selling our priorities
righl in order to enjoy life Lo the fullest.”

* MY MOTHER'S KEEPER, by B.D. Hyman. {Berk-
ley, $4.50.) Bette Davis scen by her daughter,

CHILDAENS HOSPITAL, by Peggy Anderson. (Ban-
tam, $4.50.) An inside view of a ieading pedialrics
hospital.

THE SPECIALIST, by Gayle Rivers, (Chartor, $3.95)
The memoirs of a man who kills terrorists,

Advice, how-to
and miscellaneous

WOMEN WHO LOVE TOO MUCH, by Robin Nor-
wood. (Pocket, 84.50.) How to avoid or end addictive,
unhealihy relationships with men.

* AAND MCNALLY ROAD ATLAS: Uniled States,
Canada, Mexico. (Rand McNally, $5.95.) for 1985,

* WHAT COLOR IS YOUR PARACHUTE? by
Richard MNelson Bolles. (Ten Speed Press, $8.95,) Job
and career advice: 1986 edilion.

ADULT CHILDREN ©QF ALCOHOLICS, by Janet
Geringer Woitilz. (Health Communications, $6.95) Help
for viclims of cthers’ compulsive behavior.

GARFIELD IN PARADISE, by Jim Davis. (Baflantine,
$5.95] The latest adventures of the cat.

SMART COOKIES DON'T CRUMBLE, by Sonya
Friedman, (Pocket, $3.05) A psychiatrist counsels
vomen about 1aking charge of their own lives.

% GARFIELD OUT 7O LUNCH, by Jim Davis.
(Ballantine, $5.95.) Tha cartoon cat's 12th book,

* — On sals in most Stripes Bookstores,
¥ —— On order — not yet received.




